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SUBJECT: THE BANGLADESH SITUATION: DEMARCHE AT MFA 
REF: STATE 279653 

1. IN ABSENCE OF FOREIGN SECRETARY AGHA SHAHI, WHO IS 
ILL, POL COUNSELOR BRIEFED MFA DIRECTOR GENERAL (SOUTH 
ASIA) HAYAT MEHDI ON ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION IN BANGLADESH 
AS REQUESTED BY DEPARTMENT IN REFTEL. 

2. POL COUNSELOR SPECIFICALLY TOLD MEHDI THAT CONTRARY 
TO KAISER S ALLEGATION IN RANGOON, WE HAD NO EVIDENCE 
THAT INDIAN FORCES HAVE OCCUPIED ANY PORTIONS OF 
BANGLADESH TERRITORY, AND NOTED THAT IN HIS MEETING WITH 
CHARGE CHESLAW IN DACCA YESTERDAY (DACCA 5820) BDG FOREIGN 
SECRETARY TABARAK HUSAIN HAD MADE NO SUCH CHARGE. 

DRAWING FURTHER ON DACCA 5820, POL COUNSELOR CALLED 
MEHDI'S ATTENTION TO TABARAK HUSAIN'S STATEMENTS THAT 
THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE OF COMMUNAL DISTURBANCES IN BDG, THAT 
MOVEMENT OF HINDUS WAS NO GREATER THAN IT NORMALLY WAS, 
THATPRESENT INTERIM BDG HAD NEITHER THE INTENTION NOR 

THE RIGHT TO DECLARE COUNTRY AN ISLAMIC REPUBLIC, AND 
THAT BDG WAS CONTINUING EFFORTS TO PERSUADE GOI THAT 
INTERIM GOVERNMENT WAS ENGAGED IN NO MAJOR POLICY SHIFTS 
INTENDED TO UPSET SUBCONTINENTAL PEACE. AT SAME TIME, 
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HUSAIN WAS QUITE CONCERNED ABOUT INDIA-B AN GLADESH SITUATION. 

HE AND MEHDI AGREED THAT THIS CONCERN WOULD ESCALATE 
FOLLOWING THE REPORTED ATTACK ON INDIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER 
SEN. WORD OF WHICH WE HAVE ALSO PASSED TO PARS. 

3. MEHDI SAID GOP STILL UNCERTAIN WHEN KAISER WOULD 
GET TO ISLAMABAD. HE HINTED THAT MFA MIGHT HAVE 
PREFERRED A SOMEWHAT MORE RELIABLE EMISSARY. 
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